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Health Care Law: HITECH
Despite attempts by the United States government to introduce and implement effective policies to protect patients and other health care users, concerns have emerged about their implementation. Health information technology for economic and clinical health (HITECH) is such policy that was enacted in 2009 to provide federal funding for both hospitals and physicians to enable them to adopt and make meaningful use of electronic health records. Some of the challenges associated with its implementation include security and privacy compliance, inadequate HER training for employees, and lack of IT personnel.  
Regarding the compliance of this policy, HITECH aims at tackling the insecurity issues associated with electronic transmission of health information. However, achieving this goal may be difficult to realize since most people do not know the rules and penalties involved in HITECH act due to lack of EHR training for the employees (Gabriel et al., 2014). Secondly, technology is making the work of physicians easier than ever, but it also exposes them to external threats like hacking and data breaches. Lastly, HITECH policy requires the medical practitioners need to establish and demonstrate meaningful use of HITECH rules to avoid penalty. Lack of IT personnel makes it difficult for them to effectively implement the HITECH policy (Gabriel et al., 2014).
HITECH policy does not conflict with other laws that are associated with patients’ information protection. However, its implementation causes inequities, especially in rural areas where technology has not penetrated like the urban areas.
I agree with the above challenges and I can see other challenges associated with the implementation of this law. For example, work-flow changes, lack of cooperation between the healthcare workers and IT personnel. All these challenges can affect the effective implementation of HITECH law, especially in the regions that do not have unlimited access to technology like the rural areas. 
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